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SHIPMENT  OP  AMERICAN  APPLES  AND  PEARS  IN  BUSHEL  BASKETS 

There  has  "been  a  phenomenal  growth  this  season  in  the  shipment  of  Ameri- 
can fruit  to  European  markets  in  "bushel  baskets,  according  to  a  report  dated 
December  31,  1930  from  Fred  A.  Motz,  Fruit  Specialist  in  Europe  for  the  Foreign 
Service  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.    Last .year  Mr.  Motz  observed  and  re- 
ported on  the  landing  and  handling  of  a  few  shipments,  but  this  season  arrivals 
have  been  regular  and  in  substantial  quantities. 

Pears  from  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Maryland  and  Delaware  have  been  examined 
from  time  to  time,  especially  those  originating  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  which 
have  been  in  heavy  and  regular  supply.    Baskets  have  been  shipped  this  season  froir 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  the  Virginias  and  Idaho, 
and  have  gone  principally  to  Great  Britain,  The  Netherlands,  Belgium,  France  and 
Ge  rmany . 

The  basket  trade  has  not  been  brisk  in  the  United  Kingdom,  buyers  prefer- 
ring either  the  box  or  barrel.     In  Holland  the  basket  has  been  received  enthusi- 
astically and  importers  predict  an  increasing  demand  for  fruit  in  this  package. 
In  Belgium  and  France  it  is  also  coming  into  favor,  but  in  France  the  barrel  is 
still  regarded  as  the  most  desirable  package  for  export.    Appreciable  quantities 
have  found  their  way  into  Germany  and  shipments  from  Idaho  have  been  especially 
pleasing.    Each  week  several  thousand  baskets  have  been  sold  through  the  Hamburg 
auction,  realizing  satisfactory  prices. 


Because  of  the  quantities  received  this  season,  Mr.  Motz  has  been  able  to 
make  a  fairly  comprehensive  study  of  the  basket  question  and  to  draw  some  con- 
clusions as  to  the  export  possibilities  of  different  type  packages.    As  a  result 
of  his  observations  to. date,  he  is  convinced  that  the  basket  has  possibilities, 
provided  the  proper  type  of  package  is  used.    He  has  examined  the  contents  for 
packing,  bruising,  etc.    Of  the  various  types  of  baskets  manufactured,  he  has  ob- 
served the  following  and  comments  on  them  in  the  order  named:     (l)  Round-bottom, 
(2)  straight-sided  continuous-stave,  (3)     Straight-sided,  raised  fabricated 
bottom,  and  (4)     straight-sided,  loose  b.rj  fex&ovpfr&s  bottom  type. 

(1)  The  old  style  round-bottom  basket  has  been  observed  on  numerous  oc- 
casions on  both  the  United  Kingdom  and  continental  markets.     Invariably  the  pack- 
age arrives  crushed,  badly  twisted  and  out  of  shape,  with  staves  splintered.  In 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  Motz,  this  type  of  package  has  no  possibilities  for  export  use 
and  should  be  eliminated  from  the  field  as  rapidly  as  possible.    Fortunately  ship- 
ments have  been  comparatively  light,  but  those  which  were  received  gave  indis- 
putable evidence  that  the  package  was  unsuited  and  had  no  future. 

(2)  The  large  percentage  of  shipments  have  been  received  packed  in  the 
etraijht  .sided,  continuous-stave  type.     They  landed  in  varying  degrees  of  con- 
dition, depending  perhaps  on  how  the  packages  were  handled,  how  loaded  and  how 
high  they  were  stacked.     In  case  of  small  shipments,  their  arrival  was  generally, 
satisfactory,  but,  in  case  of  heavy  shipments,  there  was  more  or  less  breakage, 
considerable  twisting  of  the  ■oaekage  and  a  large  percentage  of  the  fruit  bruised- 
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Taking  everything  into  consideration,  the  package  appears  to  be  too  frail,  the 
sides  are  not  sufficiently  rigid  to  withstand  the  weight  of  the  stack,  resulting 
in  considerable  breakage  and  twisting  in  the  packages  at  the  bottom  of  the  stack. 
There  is  also  more  or  less  bruising  of  the  fruit,  particularly  on  the  top  and 
bottom. 

(3)  The  straight-sided,  raised,  fabricated  bottom  tub,  offers  the  best 
possibilities  of  any  of  the  packages  mentioned.    Appreciable  quantities  were  ob- 
served standing  alongside,  or  in  the  midst  of,  other  types  and  their  generally 
satisfactory  appearance  is  outstanding. .  They  went  through  with  a  minimum  amount 
of  breakage  and  seemed  to  be  constructed  more  substantially  and  of  heavier 
material,  which  enabled  them  to  withstand  the  treatment  to  which  packages  are  sub- 
jected in  the  loading  and  discharge  of  ships'  cargoes.    Not  many  packages  were 
noticed  with  solid  bottoms,. but  this  package  seems  to 'have  been  designed  especi- 
ally for  export  use.     It'  stands  up  well  under  test  and  its. use  should  be  encour- 
aged, according  to  Mr.  Motz. 

(4)  The  loose  or  removable  bottom  type  compares  favorably  with  the  above, 
being  of  similar  construction  and  able  to  stand  up  under  ocean  travel.     The  flat 
surface  of  the  face,  however,  giving  it  the  appearance  of  being  slack,  as  compared 
with  the  bulge  secured. by  any  of  the  packing  devices,  creates  an  unfavorable  im- 
pression all  through  the  trade.    Heavy  packs,  or  packs  showing  a  heavy  bulge,  are 
becoming  more  popular  on  this  side  and  give  the  impression  of  being  better  filled,  | 
an  additional  advantage.  - 

Growers  and  shippers  using  the  basket  for  export  purposes  should  insist  on 
the  heavier  type  of  package,  preferably  one  having  straight  sides  with  a  raised 
bottom.    Furthermore,  additional  attention  should  be  paid  to  strapping,  also  the 
way  hooks  are  placed  in  fastening  down  the  covers  and  the  way  in  which  handles  ?re 
secured  to  the  rims.'    In  many  cases  the  handles  are  not  sufficiently  clinched,  the 
sharp  ends  protruding,  thus  puncturing  the  fruit,  which  causes  decay  and  unsightly 
appearance. 

There  is  no  question,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Motz,  but  that  the  basket  has 
possibilities.  However,  the  degree  of  success  which  may  result  will  be  dependent 
largely  upon  the  package  itself  and  the  improvement  of  certain  minor  details,  such 
as  those  mentioned.  ■  •  :  1 

The  New  England  Box 

As  shipments  of  apples  from  New  England  this  season  have  shown  a  substan- 
tial . increase  over  recent  years,  a  certain  quantity  of  fruit  has  been  shioped  in 
the  Massachusetts .  box.     This  pacltage  ia  referred  to  as  a.  "crate"  and  it  is  not  al- 
together ( pleasing  to  the  trade.    The  standard  box  and  barrel  are  recognized, 
standard  containers  and  have  a  distinct  preference  over  other  types  of  substitute 
packages.    For  export  purposes,  it  seems  that  better  .results  might  be  obtained  by  ■ 
New  England  growers,  who  prefer  boxes,  to  use  the  standard-size  Northwest  box. 
Several  unfavorable  comments  have  been  heard  from  various  sources  regarding  the 
irregular  size  containers. 


4 


